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Point Reyes, California

North of San Francisco, the valley
of the San Andreas fault divides
Point Reyes Peninsula from the
mainland of northern California. The
fault skirts the Pacific coastline
from Cape Mendocino south to San
Francisco, then turns inland and
traverses the California Coast
Ranges south to the Imperial Valley.
During the great San Francisco
earthquake of 1906, the Peninsula
was displaced northward nearly 20
feet by horizontal movement on the
San Andreas fault. Repeated offsets
on the San Andreas fault and its
several hundred branch faults have
juxtaposed rocks of contrasting age
and composition. The sedimentary
rocks of the Point Reyes area are
virtually identical to those in the
Santa Cruz Mountains 75 miles to
the south.

Recurrent fault movement disrupts
the landscape in a succession of
alined linear valleys, scarps, and
depressions. These distinctive
landforms, which are best seen in
aerial photographs, help geologists
to rapidly identify other potentially
hazardous faults around the world.

The Richmond Bridge (right) links
San Rafael and Marin County with
the cities of the east San Francisco
Bay area. Santa Rosa is at left. The
Sacramento River extends eastward
from San Pablo Bay into the Great
Valley of California, toward the
snowcapped Sierra Nevada.

The Point Reyes National Seashore
comprises most of the land to the
west of the San Andreas fault.

NASA low angle oblique photo
No. 572-000-281-0111, taken in 1972.




